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The Five Takhts

Sikh Seats of Authority

The Five Takhts

"Takht' which literally means a throne or seat of authority is a
result of historical growth of Sikhism. There are five Takhts. Two
of the five Takhts are located outside Punjab and are Takht Sri
Patna Sahib , Patna in Bihar, and Takht Sri Hazoor Sahib at
Nanded in Maharashtra. The other three Takhts are in Punjab -
Akal Takht in Amritsar, Sri Keshgarh Sahib in Anandpur and Sri
Damdama Sahib at Talwandi Sabo Bhatinda district.
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It is called 'Akal Takht' (the Throne of theTimeless God) and is situated just Eadilcdn :

opposite the gate of Harmandir Sahib - The Golden Temple, Amritsar. *’l‘aﬂmt Sir Hazur Sahib
Nanded

The first and the most important one was established by Guru Hargobind in 1609.

The Guru established it, because he thought that secular political matters should not be considered in the
Golden Temple, which is meant purely for worship of God. Here the Guru held his court and decided
matters of military strategy and political policy. Later on, the Sikh commonwealth (Sarbat Khalsa) took
decisions here on matters of peace and war and settled disputes between the various Sikh groups.

The Sarangi singers sung the ballads of the Sikh Gurus and warriors at this place and robes of honour
(saropas) were awarded to persons who rendered distinguished services of the community of men in
general. The second seat of authority is called "Takht Sri Patna Sahib". The Five Takhts are the five
gurudwaras and these have a very special significance for the Sikh community. Takht means a throne.
They are considered the seats of Sikh religious authority. The important decisions concerning the
religious and social life of the Sikh community have been taken here.



Sri Akal Takht Sahib

Akal Takht Sahib literally means Eternal Throne. It is also part of the Golden Temple complex in Amritsar.
It's foundation was laid by Guru Hargobind Sahib . The Akal Takht is situated opposite to Harmandir
Sahib and are connected by a passage. The building of the Akal Takht opposite the Golden Temple has a
special meaning. While the Golden Temple stands for spiritual guidance the Akal Takht symbolizes the
dispensing of justice and temporal activity. During the day the Guru Granth Sahib is kept in the Golden
Temple, while at night it is kept in the Akal Takht Sahib. In earlier days all Sikh warriors sought blessings
here before going to battle fields. During the 18th century while Sikhs were fighting a guerrilla war in the
forests they used to gather at the Akal Takht on special occasions such as Baisakhi and Diwali. Here the
community used to have general meetings and approve resolutions. The Akal Takht is the oldest of the
Five Takhts. Click here to see the video for Akal Takht

Takht Sri Damdama Sahib

Takht Sri Damdama Sabhib is situated in the village of Talwandi Sabo near Bhatinda. At this place Guru
Gobind Singh stayed here for approximately a year and compiled the final edition of Guru Granth Sahib
also known as the Damdama Sahib Bir in 1705.



Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib

Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib is situated at Anandpur Sahib. It is the birthplace of the Khalsa. The order of
the Khalsa was founded here by Guru Gobind Singh in 1699. Some of the weapons of Guru Gobind
Singh are displayed here. Click here for the video of Sri Keshharh Sahib.

Takht Sri Hazoor Sahib

Takht Sri Hazoor Sahib is situated on the banks of Godavari river in Maharashtra state. This is the place
where Guru Gobind Singh left for Heavenly abode. The inner room of the temple is called Angitha Sahib
and is built over the place where Guru Gobind Singh was cremated in 1708. Click here to see the video
of Hazoor Sahib.



Takht Sri Patha Sahib

Takht Sri Patna Sahib is situated in Patna city which is also the capital of Bihar state. Guru Gobind Singh
Ji was born here in 1666 and he spent his early childhood here before moving to Anandpur Sahib.
Besides being the birthplace of Guru Gobind Singh , Patna was also visited by Guru Nanak and Guru
Tegh Bahadur at different points of time.

IMPORTANT NOTES:

1.

It is always suggested that tour should be booked minimum 1- 2 months in advance. We need to have
confirmed train reservations before you start from home.

We need to know medical and health related issues of traveler[s]. This helps us in handling medical
problems in distant places.

Tour cannot be affected due to iliness of any member- in case any hospitalization is required. We will
do everything to arrange and help but group will follow the itinerary of their tour.

If food is included in your package- this shall be strictly vegetarian — we do not serve meat or meat
products and do not allow either in train or surface travel.

No beer, alcohol is allowed.

Members are expected to dress up as per dress sense and respect of the place they are visiting.
Members should not take this tour like holiday tour. Low neck dresses, short skirts, baramudas may
look offensive.

Please bring sun creams, goggles and a small sack in which you could carry your water bottle and
personal belongings on your shoulder. Under no condition- Himadventures staff or people working on
behalf of agency will be responsible in case you lose your belongings.



